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MS_0005 Julian "Cannonball" Adderley Collection

Summary information

Repository: MEBA Archival Collection

Title: Julian "Cannonball" Adderley Collection

Reference code: MS_0005

Date: 1948 - 2000 (creation)

Physical description: 2 cubic boxes

Scope and content

The material of this collection is comprised of both archival records and museum memorabilia relating to the
life and death of Jazz legend Julian "Cannonball" Adderley. The material in this collection includes awards,
books, correspondences, magazines, newspapers, pictures, programs, and artifacts.

Notes

Arrangement

The material in this collection was extremely diversified and had no original order. The printed records
and memorabilia in this rare collection were identified at the item level. The memorabilia was first sorted
by material type, then organized according to subject heading. That material was transferred to acid free
folders and envelopes, arranged in alphabetical order, and placed in acid-free boxes. A content listing of
the boxes was made, appropriate labels attached, and the boxes were stored in the archival storage area.

Restrictions on access

Open

Conditions governing use

All rights reserved. Using any part of these collections, objects, and photographs transmitted in any form
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, or stored in a retrieval
system without the prior written consent of MEBA is an infringement of the copyright law.

Note [General]

Biographical Notes, researched and written by Dr. Murell Dawson, 2002:
Julian Edwin Adderley, known internationally as "Cannonball" Adderley is considered by many musicians
and musical critics to be one of the greatest alto saxophonists, jazz musicians, orchestra leaders and
recording artists of the twentieth century. Cannonball, as he was affectionately called by family, friends,
music, and jazz fans from all parts of the world, was born in Tampa, Florida on September 15, 1928 to Mr.
and Mrs. Adderley, who were both educators. Julian Adderley, Sr. was a cornet player and accomplished
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musician and band member, as was his father. When Cannonball was young, his family moved from
South Florida to Tallahassee where Cannonball and his brother Nat graduated from Florida A&M College
(FAMCEE) High School, and went on to enroll in the college. In college Cannonball played the clarinet,
was the section leader in the Symphonic Band, rank sergeant in the Marching Band, and also a member of
the musical group known as FAMCEE Collegians, He graduated from FAMCEE in 1948 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in music.
After graduating from college, Cannonball accepted a position at Dillard High School in Fort Lauderdale
as Director of Bands and Coordinator of Music. At this time he also started his own jazz band which
performed in different parts of South Florida. His tenure at Dillard was interrupted in 1950 when he served
in the United States Army in the Korean Conflict. In the military, Cannonball was a member of the 36th
Army Band stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Also at the post, Cannonball was assigned as the Assistant
Director of Post Bands and Instructor of Music Theory in the band training unit. He was also the Leader/
Arranger of the 36th Army Dance Band which performed often on radio and television.
After serving in the military, Cannonball quickly moved into the national spotlight. In 1955, he moved
to New York City to work with Oscar Pettiford. Later he signed a contract with EnArcy Records, and
in the spring of 1956, Cannonball formed his own combo with his younger brother Nat, and the group
began touring the nation. By 1957 the group was back in New York and shortly afterward disbanded.
Cannonball's next professional undertaking's would afford him the opportunity to work with and learn
from musical great such as miles Davis and John Coltrane, whom he toured with during the late 1950s.
By 1960, Cannon ball and his brother Nat would organize another small jazz combo ensemble known as
Cannonball Adderley Quintet (or Sextet). The grassroots jazz band experienced it's greatest fame during
the mid 1960s.
Cannonball later recorded with other music companies including Capitol Records and Riverside Records.
He has played at Carnegie Hall, and performed with the Cincinatti and St. Louis Symphony Orchestras. He
named pioneer saxophonist Charlie Parker and Benny Carter as two of his favorite musical artists. Some of
Cannonball's most popular songs include "Country Preacher," "Jive Smaba," "Mercy, Mercy" "Saudade,"
"Snake in the Grass," and "African Waltz." Certainly Cannonball was a master composer, lyricist, and
songwriter. He was equally versed as a lecturer, teacher, and writer. He served as artist-in-residence att
UCLA, and often lectured and gave special seminars/performances at other colleges and universities.
At various points of his life, Cannonball worked as a newspaper columnist and appeared on radio and
television programs as a guest artist. He also served as the host of a weekly NBC television talk show that
aired out of Los Angeles.
Cannonball was a founding artist for the Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, a member of the Jazz
Advisory Council of the National Endowment for the Performing Arts, and served on the Arts Council of
the Institute of Black American Music and the Black Academy of the Arts. He is also a member of Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
During his lifetime, Cannonball Adderley was the recipient of numerous awards. Two recognitions
that propelled him into national attention came in1956, when in the "Musicians' Musicians" poll of
Encyclopedia of Jazz Yearbook, he tied with Phil Woods for the "New Star" award. In 1959 Cannonball
won the "New Ball" award for Down Beat Magazine critics' poll, and had consistently been selected as
an outstanding musician by Variety, Ebony, and Playboy magazines. Florida A&M University magazine
bestowed on him the University's prestigious Meritorious Achievement Award, and in 1974 the Florida
Legislature honored him for being a worldwide ambassador of music.
In 1962 Cannonball married Olga James. The couple had no children. On August 8, 1975, Cannonball
died of coronary arrest in Gary, Indiana. His seemingly brief musical career spanned some twenty years.
Cannonball is remembered by many for the bold, creative, and revitalizing life he lived - a life that can be
recaptured and re-visited time and time again through the artistic and musical gifts he left to the world.
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Other notes

• Publication status: Draft

Access points

• African American Music (subject)
• Musicians (subject)
• FAMU Graduates (subject)
• Jazz (subject)
• Florida (place)
• Southeastern United States (place)
• United States (place)

Series descriptions

Reference code Title Dates Physical description

Box MS_0005-01: Artifacts
Creator: Julian Adderley

Date: 1948, 1974-75 (creation)

Scope and content: Awards, Degrees, Certificates, Photographs, Etc.

Physical description: 1 cubic ft

Publication status:

Draft

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
MS_0005-01-01 File - Awards - Florida A&M University 1975

MS_0005-01-02 File - Biographical Data 1975

MS_0005-01-03 File - Death - Obituary 1975

MS_0005-01-04 File - Tributes - Misc. 1975

MS_0005-01-05 File - Degree - Bachelor of Science, Florida
A&M College

August 17, 1948

MS_0005-01-06 File - Medal - Round Silver Playboy All-
Star Jazz Poll Winner

undated

MS_0005-01-07 File - Medallion - Round Brass with Image
of Cannonball Adderley on Front

undated
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MS_0005-01-08 File - Painting - Framed Colored Oil -
Oversize

undated

MS_0005-01-09 File - Photographs - Black and White - 11
x 16 - Adderley Brothers Performing in
Tuxedoes

undated

MS_0005-01-10 File - Photographs - Black and White - 20 x
24 - Headshot of CannonballAdderley

undated

MS_0005-01-11 File - Plaque - Brass, 5 x 7 - Quite by
Cannonball Adderley Inscribed

undated

MS_0005-01-12 File - Publication - FAMU Alumni News -
Picture of Cannonball and Nat Adderley
on Cover

undated

MS_0005-01-13 File - Resolution - 13 x 26 - Commendation
from State of Florida on the Talents and
Contribution of Cannonball and Nat
Adderley

undated

MS_0005-01-14 File - Sheet Music - Handwritten by
Cannonball Adderley

undated

MS_0005-01-15 File - Sheet Music - "Work Song" - Picture
of Adderley Brothers on Cover

undated

MS_0005-01-16 File - Tape Recording - One-Track - 24
Rare / Popular Songs by Cannonball
Adderley

undated

Box MS_0005-02: Interviews, Profiles, and Publications
Creator: Julian Adderley

Date: 1948, 1974-75 (creation)

Scope and content: Interviews, Profiles, and Publications

Physical description: 1 cubic ft.

Publication status:

Draft

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
MS_0005-02-01 File - Magazine Articles, Misc. 1970-1973

MS_0005-02-02 File - Magazine Articles, Misc - Illness and
Death

1975

MS_0005-02-03 File - Magazines - Black Enterprise 1972

MS_0005-02-04 File - Magazines - Black Stars 1973

MS_0005-02-05 File - Magazines - Cannonball Adderly
Complete Jazz Fact Book

MS_0005-02-06 File - Magazines - Cannonball Adderley
Memorial Jazz Festival
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MS_0005-02-07 File - Magazines - Cause

MS_0005-02-08 File - Magazines - Down Beat 1975

MS_0005-02-09 File - Magazines, FAMU Alumni News (3
Copies)

1972

MS_0005-02-11 File - Newspaper Articles - Florida
Flambeau (2 Copies)

October 3, 1980

MS_0005-02-10 File - Newspaper Articles - The FAMUAN
(3 Copies/Fragile)

February 13, 1969

MS_0005-02-12 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. 1967 - 1969

MS_0005-02-13 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. 1972 - 1973

MS_0005-02-14 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. 1974

MS_0005-02-15 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. (Illness &
Death)

1975

MS_0005-02-16 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. 1976 - 1977

MS_0005-02-17 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. - Nat
Adderley

1976 - 1992

MS_0005-02-18 File - Newspaper Articles - Misc. Undated

MS_0005-02-19 File - Newspaper Articles - Tallahassee
Democrat

October 6, 1980

MS_0005-02-20 File - Newspaper Articles - Tallahassee
Democrat

February 8, 1985

MS_0005-02-21 File - Parents - Mr. & Mrs. Adderley -
Misc.

1975 - 1979

MS_0005-02-22 File - Photographs - Misc. (33 Items) undated

MS_0005-02-23 File - Programs - First Annual Julian
"Cannonball" Adderley Jazz Festival

1980

MS_0005-02-24 File - Programs - Florida A&M University
High School Graduation Exercises -
(Adderley Listed)

1944

MS_0005-02-25 File - Programs - Julian E. "Cannonball"
Adderley Program of Jazz / FAMU

1977

MS_0005-02-26 File - Programs - Julian dwin.
"Cannonball" Adderley jazz Music
Scholarship Fund at FAMU

1975

MS_0005-02-27 File - Programs - Julian "Cannonball"
Adderley & Sextet at FAMU Lycum Series

1962

MS_0005-02-28 File - Video Tape - "Cannonball": The
Life and Legacy of Julian Adderley" - by
Yvette Gile, Angela Vigil & Walt Williams

2000
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